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DEFINITION OF BAY AREA ZONES

ZONE AREA COVERED ZONE
FREMONT, HAYWARD, CASTRO VALLEY, A
NEWARK AND UNION CITY
OAKLAND, BERKELEY AND SURROUNDING AREA B
CONCORD, WALNUT CREEK, PLEASANT HILL, ANTIOCH,PITTSBURGH, C
MARTINEZ, VALLEJO, NAPA, PLEASANTON, LIVERMORE, DANVILLE AND
SAN RAMON
SAN JOSE, SANTA CLARA, CAMPBELL, LOS GATOS, SARATOGA, LOS ALTOS, D
CUPERTINO, SUNNYVALE, MOUNTAIN VIEW AND MILPITAS.
PALO ALTO, MENLO PARK, ATHERTON, SAN MATEO, REDWOOD CITY, E
BELMONT, SAN CARLOS, FOSTER CITY, MILLBRAE AND BURLINGAME
SAN FRANCISCO, SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO AND DALY CITY F
MARINE COUNTY AND NAPA VALLEY G

SANTA CRUZ AND WATSONVILLE




CREMATION SERVICES GUIDE FOR INDO-AMERICAN
COMMUNITY

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Cremation Service Guide is to organize data for Indo-American
Community residing in greater San Francisco Bay Arca and assist the community when such
services need to be rendered.

This guide describes various aspects of death and cremation services, pointing out what is

required by law and what is not.
In addition, it points out what scrvices to avoid as unnecessary and costly.

OBJECTIVES

(A) To cnsure that services arc provided to a total Indo-American community in a uniform
and consistent manner for cremation.

(B) To ensure that costs of scrvices provided are rcasonable by negotiating prices in advance.

(C) To relicve the burden of the family by giving the information what to do while they are in
SOTTOW.

(D) To help other Charitable organizations by raising funds and donations
(E) To provide a community scrvice cfficiently and cffectively in a organized manner

(F) To provide nccessary forms for proper planning of before and after death.



CREMATION SERVICES COMMITTEE (CSC)

¢ ORGANIZATION

e CSC COMMITTEE MEMBERS

NAME WORK PHONE
J. B. Shah 408-727-6500 x 6314
Dr. Ramesh Patel 510-784-4521
Wasu Chaudhari 408-882-2742
Bipin Kapadia 408-280-7878

o ROLE OF CSC (CREMATION SERVICES COMMITTEE)

a) Gather and collect the information
b) Organize data for Cremation Services Guide
¢) Make appointment for Field trip
d) Visit Funeral Homes and Crematories
e) Negotiate prices for various cremation services
f) Place this guide on Internet
g) Distribute few copies to various temples and
to various Indo-American community organizations.
h) Create an infrastructure to keep data updated on an on-going basis.

o SERVICES TO BE CONSIDERED

- Cremation

- Funeral

- Bhajans/Bhavnas

- Floral arrangements

- Police Escorts

- Ambulance

- Arrange for Donations to Charitable organizations (If desired)
- Arrange for Ashes to be collected

e COLLECTION OF COSTS

- Inexpensive & Economy Services
- Intermediate & Moderate Services
- Complete and Full Services



DEATH AND CREMATION

Death is certain for everyone and most of us are least prepared for it. Hence to prepare oneself,
this guide is prepared for Indo-American Community of the San Francisco Bay Area of the
Northern California.

When death occurs, it tends to disorganize the family and produce a panic environment and
confusion what to do next. Proper planning can help to reduce this confusion, disarray in times
of pain, sorrow and stress. In addition, closest relatives and friends can help effectively in this
unfortunate circumstances.

1 WHAT PLANNING CAN YOU DO?

While you are healthy, proper planning means gathering the
basic information for each family member along with necessary substantiating
documents.

1.1 FAMILY HISTORY FORM

A Family History Form is provided in Exhibit-A which is necessary to obtain a
Death Certificate in event of death.

We recommend that every member of the family should fill out this form and
keep it in a safe place.

1.2 WILL OR REVOCABLE (LIVING) TRUST

If you do not have a WILL or Revocable Living Trust. you may want to discuss with
your attorney to prepare one depending upon requirements. Following is for your
information only.

1.2.1  WILLS

If the Deceased left a Will, probate action may be necessary and the service of an attorney
may be required. The State of California has enacted a Small Estate Administration
provision which in most cascs, allows estates of less than $600,000 (at the time of creating
this document; it may vary in future) to pass to the Deceased's beneficiaries upon the
presentation of a proper affidavit and the certified copy of the Death Certificate.

If the Decccased's property consists of community property and all of the Deccased's
property is to pass to a surviving spouse under the Deceased's Will or by operation of law,
a rclatively inexpensive Probate Court procedure and filing of an affidavit may be all that
is required.

In any casc, thc wills of all survivors should be cxamined at this time to determine the
nccessity of any changes in documents to reflect their wishes, in consideration of this loss.

1.2.2 REVOCABLE (LIVING) TRUSTS



If the property of the Deceased is held in a valid Revocable Living Trust, the trust
instrument, rather than the Deceased's last will and testament controls the disposition of
such property. If the trust is properly drafted and funded, no probate action is necessary.

The trust assets are distributed by the surviving or successor trustee to the beneficiaries set
forth in the trust documents. A common misconception is that if the assets are held in a
living trust only one certified copy of the certificate is necessary. This 1s not the case as
the copies of the death certificate will still be needed to distribute the assets to the
beneficiaries and transfer title for various assets.

1.2.3 JOINT TENANCY

If the Deceased held the property in a Joint Tenancy Form, then the title is automatically
transferred to the surviving joint tenant. However, when property is held on a joint
tenancy, there are severe detrimental tax consequences, when it is transferred at death. We
recommend that you discuss with your attorney and tax advisor which is right for you.

1.3 DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY (FINANCIAL AFFAIRS).

The Durable Power of Attorney (Financial Affairs) under the California Law (CCC section
2450) by which one can designate an agent to make financial decisions. The duration of this
document is unlimited, unless otherwise specified. The scope of this Power of Attorney is
very broad and general unless it is clearly specified.

1.4 DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR HEALTH CARE

Too often, terminally ill persons suffer needless pain and are kept alive without real hope. In
those unforeseen circumstances, you may want to prevent the use of mechanical life support
systems to prolong your life when there is no hope of recovery. To make sure that this wish
can be expressed IN ADVANCE and be legally binding, the legislature has created a

document, the Duration of Power of Attorney for Health Care (Calif. Civil Code section
2500).

In completing and signing this document, the signer delegates vital decision-making, in the
event that the signer becomes unable to make decisions for him or herself, to another person.
That person is known as ATTORNEY-IN-FACT. Such delegation should be made well in
advance of need. The delegated poswer is valid for seven years and may then be renewed. The
document is revocable at any time by the signer. :

1.5 ATTORNEY-IN-FACT

An alternative for the attorney-in fact can also be designated to provide for the eventuality that
the designated attorney-in -fact might be unable to serve. The attorney-in-fact has the authority
to authorize an autopsy, to make a disposition of a part or parts of the deceased's body, and to
direct the disposition of remains. No health care provider can be designated as the attorney-in-
fact.

The document must be signed in the presence of two qualified witnesses. They must state that
they know the person signing this document, that they are not health care providers, and at

































